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ment that the soldiers received from these mail facili- 
ties, contributed, in a large measure, to the final suc- 
cess of the Union cause. The patriotic letters received 
from home inspired the volunteer soldiers to do their 
whole duty to their country. 



EEMAEKS BY HON. JOHN A. KASSON. 

I am very happy to add my word of praise to the 
career of Postmaster-General Blair, and to endorse all 
that has been said in his commendation by Mr. Davis. 
Though my term of First Assistant Postmaster- 
General was short, as I resigned to take my seat in 
Congress, I had been acquainted with General Blair 
in St. Louis, where he resided before coming to Wash- 
ington. He and his brother, Frank Blair, had formerly 
been members of the Democratic party, but had joined 
the Republicaas in the reorganization of parties which 
took place between 1855 and '60. Mr. Lincoln, in 
forming his cabinet, as will be remembered, chose to 
form it chiefly from his rival candidates for the Presi- 
dency. Hence his cabinet was lacking in harmony of 
action, and quarrels were prevalent in it, Seward and 
Chase being the leaders of factions. 

Mr. Blair, while holding himself aloof, as far as 
possible, from the factional dissentions in the cabinet, 
was generally opposed both to Seward and to Chase. 
Of course, he was much interested in the progress of 
the war, in which his brother, Frank Blair, was a promi- 
nent officer, but he did not interfere with questions 
relating to the management of the army; neither was 
he so involved in these questions as to neglect his 
duties as Postmaster-General. 
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Perhaps the principal event of his administration 
was the assemblage of an International Convention at 
Paris for the reform of international postal relations. 
This was in the second year of his administration. 
More than twelve of the foreign powers united in the 
proposal and were represented in the conference. Mr. 
Blair appointed me to represent this country in the 
conference. There were many evils to be corrected in 
our postal intercourse with foreign countries, as a dif- 
ferent postal agreement existed with each country, in- 
volving different and high rates of postage, so that a 
man with a letter in his hand for the foreign mail would 
be obliged to inquire of the postmaster, in nearly every 
case, the rate of postage for that country. And it was 
impossible to remember the rates to the various coun- 
tries. Besides this, under the system then prevailing 
of international postal accounts, large annual balances 
were due from the United States to foreign countries 
which we were obliged to pay in specie. And it was 
greatly to be desired to avoid this annual debt. Suffice 
it to say, that the convention agreed upon uniform 
rates, and plans which abolished most postal accounts. 

As an indication of the high sense of honor which 
governed Postmaster-General Blair, I venture to read 
from his annual report, made in October, 1863, the 
following extract: 

'*I deem it proper in concluding my remarks on this sub- 
ject, to make prominent the fact that the public owe the sug- 
gestion to invite this International Conference to the Hon. 
John A. Kasson, who represented our government in it with 
such zeal and ability as to command the thanks and warm 
approval of his associates. I do not doubt that important 
and lasting advantages are to flow from this Conference due 
in a great degree to his assiduity, practical ability and earnest- 
ness in the cause of progress. ' ' 
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This is the only instance known to me where a 
cabinet officer has acknowledged in a regular official 
report the credit due to a subordinate ; and his tribute 
was rendered, also, after I had ceased to be a member 
of his department. 

Mr. Blair rendered large service to the people in tiie 
reorganization and simplification of postal arrange- 
ments, for which the country will long remain his 
debtor. 

It is a great pleasure to meet with the members of 
this Society once more after long absence from their 
meetings by reason of ill health. 
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